
ENV 1100: Introduction to Environmental Studies 
Spring 2018, C-Term 

 
Instructor: Dylan M. Harris 
Email: dyharris@clarku.edu 

Office Hours: SL XXX: Tuesdays, 12:30 – 2:30 pm (or by appointment) 
Class Location: SL XXX – Tuesday & Friday; 9:00 am – 10:50 am 
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Course Overview 
Are there too many people on the planet? Is climate change natural or anthropogenic? What does 
environmental justice mean? Is it possible to save the environment? What is the Anthropocene? 
From mass extinction events to catastrophic extreme weather, the environment, broadly defined, 
seems to be discussed and debated everywhere. In fact, it is everywhere. However, the 
environment is different for different people (and non-people). The impacts of these large-scale 
events, such as climate change, are not distributed equally. Many of the threats posed by 
environmental problems will have profound effects that span generations into the future, and 
these events have systemic roots that reach millions of years into the past. In order to address 
these issues, one must first consider the multiple dimensions of what constitutes the 
environment.  
 
ENV 1100 is meant to be an introduction in the diverse and interdisciplinary field of 
environmental studies. There are no prerequisites for this course. This course will provide a 
broad overview of many key concepts and ideas found within this discipline, as well as provide a 
platform from which to explore many of the most pressing environmental issues of our time. 



The goal of this course is not only to expand your understanding and consideration of the 
environment; it is also to stimulate a lifelong, critical awareness and interest in environmental 
issues. Throughout this course, we will use critical thinking to better understand and study 
environmental issues in order to begin thinking more broadly about what counts as an 
intervention. To this end, the first part of the course will focus on environmental problems, and 
the second part will look at a variety environmental interventions. By the end of this course, it is 
my hope that you are more confident in your writing, speaking, and thinking on the environment.  
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 
 

1. Identify and analyze proposed solutions to environmental problems creatively through 
sustained, multi-faceted investigation 

2. Write and discuss key concepts and methods of inquiry in various areas of environmental 
thought (including philosophy, science and policy, politics and power). 

3. Identify that connections between environmental disciplines exist, and that they can be 
integrated from multiple sources. 

 
Course Materials 
There is no required textbook for this course. We will be using a combination of materials – 
readings, film and video, podcasts, etc. – in the hopes of further highlighting the various ways 
the environment is studied and communicated. We will watch/listen to some of these materials in 
class, and I will make the rest available online. I will, however, be drawing heavily from one 
book: 
 
Robbins, P., J. Hintz, and S. A. Moore. 2014. Environment and Society: A Critical Introduction, 

2nd Edition. Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell.  
 
It’s a great book and covers a wide range of topics, including many we may not have time to 
cover in class. It’s also relatively cheap, as far as textbooks are considered. There is no pressure 
to buy this book, but it may be a helpful text for you as you explore topics for your final topics or 
continue along in environmental studies.  
 
Assignment & Grading Summary 
 
1. Class Participation – 25% 

• Attendance – 5 pts. 
• Group Discussions/Written Discussion – 10 pts.  
• In-class Activities – 10 pts. 

 
2. Response Papers – 30% 

• 1 Response Paper – 15 pts.  
• 1 Synthesis Response Paper – 15 pts. 

 
3. Final Project – 45% 

• Project Proposal – 10 pts. 



• Policy / Report – 30 pts. 
• Final Presentation – 5 pts.  

 
Grading Breakdown –  

A = 90 + points 
B = 80 + points 
C = 70 + points 
D = No Record 
F = No Record 
 

Class Participation & In-class Activities 
Attendance is essential to this class. Because of the multi-faceted nature of the topics being 
covered in this course, it is necessary to engage these topics from many angles. Much of the 
learning for this class will take place in class through a mix of group and written discussions and 
in-class activities. If you must miss a class, please contact me beforehand so that we can make 
arrangements for you. Each unexcused absence will result in loss of points from your final grade. 
 
Response Papers 
Writing is a critical piece of environmental communication. Further, writing helps to bring ideas 
into focus and to synthesize new understanding and knowledge. These papers provide a way for 
you to engage more deeply with a topic of your choosing. As noted in the summary above, one 
of these papers is a response paper and one is a synthesis paper. For the response paper, you are 
expected to respond to at least one part of the course: a reading, a film, a discussion, or an 
activity. This is due no later than Feb. 6th (Week 5). For the synthesis paper, you are expected to 
respond to two or more parts of the course and to put these pieces in conversation with one 
another. For example, you can write about how two readings are similar but different, or how a 
film has similar themes to a reading. However, this paper must include information and materials 
from at least two different classes. This is due no later than Feb. 20th (Week 7). This style of 
writing is especially useful for connecting various threads of knowledge, and is a useful skill. I 
encourage you to make both of your response papers synthetic.  
 
The papers should be no-more-than 6 pages double-spaced, or 3 pages single-spaced. All normal 
formatting (1 inch margins, 12 pt. font, relatively normal font style) apply for these and the final 
projects.  
 
Final Projects 
The final project is your opportunity to pursue a topic of your interest and to dig deeper. This is a 
group project. You all will choose groups of 3-4 students to complete this project. As far as 
topics, you are welcome to choose anything covered in this course and are encouraged to seek 
topics that were not covered. The format of the project will be structured around a ‘policy 
report,’ which allows you to be equal parts descriptive and analytical in your pursuits.  
 
10% of your grade will come from a project proposal, which will clearly outline the projects you 
have in mind as well as the group members involved. Another 30% of your final grade will come 
from the actual ‘policy report,’ which can be subdivided into sections by your team as seems fit. 
The report should be no longer than 20 double-spaced pages, or 10 single-spaced pages. The last 



5% of your grade will come from final presentations. These no-more-than 15-minute 
presentations are your opportunity to share your project with the class, and it is expected that 
each group member will share the speaking commitment equally.  
 
Late Work Policy 
Each student will get three floating ‘late days’ to apply to either the response paper or the 
synthesis paper. There will be NO LATE DAYS for the final project proposal, the final project, 
or the final project presentations, as these are group projects.  
 
Laptop & Technology Policy 
Laptops, cell phones, tablets, etc. are distracting, not only to you, but to your neighbors and to 
me as the instructor. I am not opposed to you using them to take notes, but I am opposed to you 
using them to do work for other courses, check social media, carry conversations, etc. I know 
that it will likely not be possible for me to keep watch on this all the time, but please be 
considerate of your neighbors, yourself, and me. As a general rule, you should all keep your cell 
phones off or on silent during the class.  
 
Students with Special Needs 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you have medical 
information to share with me that may impact your performance or participation in this course, 
please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have approved accommodations, 
please request your accommodation letters online through the Office of Disability Services 
Student Portal. 
 
If you have not already done so, students with disabilities who need to utilize accommodations in 
this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible 
to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. This office can be 
contacted via email: DisabilityServices@wpi.edu, via phone: (508) 831-4908, or in person: 124 
Daniels Hall.  
 
Citing Sources 
Throughout this course, you will be required to find academic material to support your opinion 
on subjects, assist in your research efforts, and use in your final project. You are expected to 
follow proper citation formatting guidelines for any of the written or presented work that you 
turn in for this class. If you reference a source – any source – you should properly cite it (with in 
text citations when necessary) and include a reference list. You are welcome to use any 
standardized citation method you choose (MLA, Chicago, etc.) although APA may be the most 
useful. Just be consistent! Here are a few examples of APA citation format for a journal source: 
 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume 
number(issue number), pages. http://dx.doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyyy. 
 
Scruton, R. (1996) The eclipse of listening. The New Criterion 15(3), 5-13. 
 
A great resource to use and check is to go to Purdue University’s OWL Website on APA citation 
formatting: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/07/ 



Plagiarism and Cheating 
If you are unsure of what plagiarism and cheating consists of, please contact me before 
submitting an assignment that may include plagiarism and cheating. You may also want to read 
the Student Guide to Academic Integrity at WPI if you are uncertain as to what plagiarism and 
cheating are. University regulations will be followed to the letter. 
 
The Writing Center 
Located on the first floor of Daniels Hall (Room 116), The Writing Center (TWC) is a valuable 
resource for helping you improve as a writer. TWC tutors are your peers (other undergraduate 
and graduate students at WPI) who are experienced writers themselves and who enjoy helping 
others work through thinking and writing problems. Although a single tutoring session should 
never be seen as a quick fix for writing difficult, these sessions can help your identify your 
strengths and weaknesses, and teach you strategies for organizing, revising, and editing your 
course papers, projects, and presentations. TWC services are free and open to all WPI students in 
all classes, and tutors will happily work with you at any stage of the writing process. Visit 
TWC’s website to make an appointment: https://www.wpi.edu/student-
experience/resources/writing-center. 
  
Course Schedule  
I. Introduction 
Week One: January 12th  
Class 1.1: The Social Construction of Nature 

• Course Introduction 
o Key Concepts in Environmental Studies  

• (Watch on your own) Film: Princess Mononoke 
 
Week Two: January 16th and 19th   
Class 2.1: The Social Construction of Nature  

• Reading:  
o Robbins et. al. (2014), The Social Construction of Nature 
o Cronon (1996), The Trouble with Wilderness: Or, Getting back to the Wrong 

Nature 
• In-class activity: group discussion of film & readings  

 
Class 2.2: The Political Economy of Nature 

• Reading 
o Robbins et. al., (2014), The Political Economy of Nature 

• In-class activity: group discussion of film & readings  
 

II. Environmental Problems  
Week Three: January 23rd and 26th  
Class 3.1: Water/Resource Scarcity 

• Reading:  
o Patrick (2012), Why natural resources are a curse to developing countries and 

how to fix it 
o Gabriel (2014), 50 years in to the war on poverty, Hardship hits back 



o Pilkington (2017), What Happened When Walmart Left 
o Prudham, (2007), Poisoning the Well: neoliberalism and the contamination of 

municipal water supply in Walkerton, Ontario 
• Guest Lecture/Discussion: Ben Fash – Post-Extractivism, Mining, & Water in Honduras 

 
Class 3.2: Extreme Events 

• Reading:  
o Coumou & Rahmstorf (2012), A decade of weather extremes 
o Stott (2016), How climate change affects extreme weather events 
o Smith (2006), There’s No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

• Guest Lecture/Discussion: Rich Kruger – Extreme Weather Puerto Rico: Hurricanes 
Irma & Maria  

 
Week Four: January 30th and February 2nd 
Class 4.1: Climate Change 

• Reading 
o IPCC (2014), Summary for Policy Makers 
o Hay et. al. (1997), Climate: Is the past the key to the future?  

• Film: Secrets Beneath the Ice 
 
Class 4.2: Climate Change, cont. 

• Reading:  
o Liverman (2009), Conventions of climate change: constructions of danger and the 

dispossession of the atmosphere 
o Carey et. al., (2016), Glaciers, Gender, and Science: A Feminist Glaciology 

Framework for Global Environmental Change Research  
• Guest Lecture/Discussion: Ashley York & Alex Moulton – Physical and Social Climate 

Change(s) 
 
Week Five: February 6th and 9th  
Class 5.1: Extinction & The Anthropocene 

• Reading:  
o Barnosky et. al. (2011), Has the earth’s sixth mass extinction already arrive? 
o Svenning (2017), Future Megafaunas: A Historical Perspective on the Potential 

for a Wilder Anthropocene 
o Funch (2017), Synchronies at Risk: The Intertwined Lives of Horseshoe Crabs 

and Red Knot Birds 
o Kolbert (2015), Habitations Podcast, Ep. 4 

• In Class Activity: Debate Responses to Extinction 
• RESPONSE PAPERS DUE 
• PROJECT PROPOSALS DUE 

 
Class 5.2: Review of Environmental Problems 

• In Class Activity: Group Review Discussion 
 
 



III. Environmental Interventions 
Week Six: February 13th and 16th 
Class 6.1: Science & Science Communication 

• Readings:  
o Fleur (2017), Scientists, Feeling Under Siege, March Against Trump Policies 
o Young (2017), A Scientists’ March on Washington Is a Bad Idea 
o Callison (2014), What Gets Measured Gets Managed 
o Nerlich et. al. (2010), Theory and language of climate change communication  
o Mcgowan (2011), Amid Cheers, NASA Chief Is Arrested at Oil Sands Pipeline 

Protests 
• In-class Activity: Debate – March for Science or Not?  

 
Class 6.2: Policy & Civil Society 

• Readings: 
o Demeritt (2001), The Construction of Global Warming and the Politics of Science 
o Wayne (2013), The Beginner’s Guide to Representative Concentration Pathways 
o Howe et. al. (2015), Geographic Variation in Opinions on Climate Change at 

State and Local Levels in the USA 
o Baldwin & Lammers (2016), Past-focused environmental comparisons promote 

proenvironmental outcomes for conservatives   
• In-class Activity: Watch video about Bob Inglis – Groups Debate  

 
Week Seven: February 20th and 23rd (No Class) 
 
Class 7.1: Social & Environmental Justice  

• Readings: 
o The Leap Manifesto (2015) 
o Pulido (2015), Geographies of Race and Ethnicity 1: White Privilege vs White 

Supremacy in Environmental Racism Research 
o Nixon (2011), Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor  

• In-class Activity: Watch and Discuss Leasing the Rain 
• SYNTHESIS PAPER DUE 

 
IV. Final 
Week Eight: February 27th and March 2nd  
 
Class 8.1 

• In Class Activity: Group Review and Discussion of Environmental Interventions 
• FINAL PROJECTS SUBMITTED ONLINE BY 5PM 

 
Class 8.2 

• In-class presentations 
 
 
 
 


