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Course Overview – Introduction to Environmental Studies 
From mass extinction events to catastrophic extreme weather, the environment, broadly defined, 
seems to be discussed and debated everywhere. However, the environment is different for 
different people (and non-people). The impacts of these large-scale events, such as climate 
change, are not distributed equally. Many of the threats posed by environmental problems will 
have profound effects that span generations into the future, and these events have systemic roots 
that reach millions of years into the past. In order to address these issues, one must first consider 
the multiple dimensions of what constitutes the environment.  
 
This course is meant to be an introduction in the diverse and interdisciplinary field of 
environmental studies. This course will provide a broad overview of many key concepts and 
ideas found within this discipline, as well as provide a platform from which to explore many of 
the most pressing environmental issues of our time. 
 
Concept for this Assignment  
The Anthropocene – (Oxford Dictionary) Relating to or denoting the current geological age, 
viewed as the period during which human activity has been the dominant influence on climate 
and the environment. 
 
Within contemporary environmental studies, the Anthropocene is a topic of much concern and 
controversy. Unlike previous record layers – or epochs, as they are officially named – this layer 
is thought to be caused by one species: humans (hence the prefix “Anthro”). This particular 
epoch is characterized by unprecedented climate change, mass extinctions, and planetary 
ecological change. The controversy around this epoch, however, is multi-faceted. Geologists 
cannot agree on whether or not we have already passed into another epoch, or if we passed into 
this epoch years ago. The confusion of documentation is exacerbated by the immense timescales 
of geologic change. Further, there is much controversy over the naming of the Anthropocene. 
The current name suggests that it is the fault of all humans, despite the fact that the signatures in 
the geologic record associated with this epoch are largely tied to industrialization, meaning that 
only some humans (industrialized humans) are to blame. To this end, other names proliferate: the 
Capitalocene, the Plantationocene, the Chthulucene. Each of these names stems from different 
perspectives of who or what is to blame for many of the problems associated with the 
Anthropocene.  
 
Aside from when it started or what it should be named, the realization of the Anthropocene has 
profound impacts on the way we study and interact with the environment. Many ‘Edenic’ 
sciences (ecology, biology, mycology, etc.) assume that there was once a pre-human baseline for 
the natural world. As such, studies and interventions were based on this premise. With the advent 
of the Anthropocene, there is no more pristine nature. Through global processes – such as the 
hydrologic or carbon cycles – human interference can be found in even the most remote 
locations on the planet (i.e., the Arctic). In sum, this concept fundamentally changes 
environmental studies. 
 
Context 
This course will be divided into three broad sections: i) Introduction; ii) Environmental 
Problems; and iii) Environmental Interventions. This course structure draws influence from a 
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course I took during my Masters degree taught by Prof. Tim Forsyth titled “Environmental 
Crises and Development Interventions.” This course was a graduate level course that surveyed 
the scope of critical development geographies of environmental crises in the developing world 
while also providing insight into various development interventions from development 
organizations. I found this structure useful for myself as a student, and I find it helpful as a TA 
when leading discussion sections. My students often get overwhelmed by continually critiquing 
environmental problems, and this approach combines those critiques with different interventions 
to begin thinking about potential solutions to these complex problems.  
 
In the context of this proposed course, the class session on the Anthropocene takes place at the 
end of the ‘Environmental Problems’ section, partly because it is a contemporary issue and partly 
because it acts as an important transitional concept for the next section of the course on 
‘Environmental Interventions.’ Leading up to the session on Anthropocene, the course will cover 
key environmental issues such as resource scarcity, extreme weather events, and climate change, 
culminating in a course that explores these topics in the context of the apparent Anthropocene. 
This class session will also focus on the “Sixth Great Extinction” event (associated with this 
geologic epoch) to further explore this concept. Then, after this session, the course will use the 
concept of the Anthropocene to ground various environmental interventions – such as science 
and science communication; civil society and policy; and arts and humanities – in contemporary 
environmental discourse and practice.  
 
Learning Objectives 

• To be able to define and discuss the Anthropocene confidently 
• To be able to identify facets of the Anthropocene (i.e., mass extinction) 
• To be able to situate this concept within the broader contours of this course 

 
Pedagogical Approach 
In order to approach this pressing and complex topic, I will spend 30-40 minutes lecturing about 
this topic, which will be followed by an in-class discussion about the environmental ethics of the 
Anthropocene. 
 
Because these concepts are complex, the lecture will be necessary to outline and situate and 
explain specific terms and debates about the Anthropocene. Specifically, I will spend time 
explaining how this concept relates to the other environmental problems we have covered thus 
far in the course. Then, I will explain contemporary definitions and debates about the naming, 
timing, and implications (politically and ecologically) of the Anthropocene. This will then 
transition into the in-class discussion about the environmental ethics of the Anthropocene. 
 
The in-class discussion, which will help students apply concepts from my lecture, will revolve 
around the implications of what Anthropocene means for various ‘Edenic’ sciences. After 
explaining this term, I will divide the class into groups and assign each group a real-life scenario. 
Using what we have discussed in class to date as well as their own knowledge of the topic, the 
students will be asked to think deeply and critically about the basic assumptions made in their 
tradition and how those may change if the pretense of the Anthropocene is accepted. (more on 
the assignment below). 
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Lecture Slides 
Access the accompanying Lecture PowerPoint here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wxpa4e2lq7tfinp/WSU-TeachingCourse.pptx?dl=0 
 
Lecture Notes 
 
Slide 1 
Welcome to class! I hope everyone is doing well. Does anyone have any pressing questions or 
concerns from last class, or in general? Are there any announcements? Thank you. Before we get 
started, can anyone tell me what is happening in this photo? Impressionistically, how does it 
make you feel? (this is following from other moments in my course where I hope to pause and 
analyze photos and videos from the perspective of the topics we’ve covered in class). (Assuming 
someone speaks up and references the story of the Ark) Thank you! Yes, you can see that these 
animals are being transported, presumably, into space. This painting – though a bit tongue-and-
cheek – signals at least some of what we talk about today. Any other thoughts? Perfect, thanks. 
We’ll move on. 
 
Slide 2 
Although you may have encountered this word a couple times in readings so far, or you may 
have heard me talk about it previously, today’s class will focus specifically on the Anthropocene. 
We will spend some time defining this concept, discussing various debates about what it means, 
and situating it within the broader context of the things we’ve discussed in this course to date. 
Then, we will cover the various facets and issues associated with this concept. For example, we 
have talked about climate change at length. Though the earth has certainly been hotter (and 
colder) than it is now, it is the rate of contemporary climate change that makes it unprecedented. 
As such, it is often discussed as one of the several characteristics of the Anthropocene. We will 
spend some time discussing the “Sixth Great Extinction” –hence the photo – to help make more 
sense of this concept and how it plays out in the real world. Finally, we will discuss the 
implications of this concept for the field of environmental studies more broadly as well as how it 
will factor into the rest of this course. If you will notice on the syllabus, today is the last day on 
‘Environmental Problems’ before moving onto ‘Environmental Interventions.’ 
 
Slide 3 
How many of you are familiar with the field of geology? What does a ‘-cene’ refer to? (assuming 
someone answers). Correct! A –cene refers to a new geologic epoch (write word on board), 
which is another way of saying a new layer in the geologic record. Does anyone know about the 
geologic record? In short, the geologic record refers to the billion-year old history of the Earth. 
We can study this record by studying rock records. However, it is difficult to understand the 
scale of geologic time given its massive nature. This video (click’s picture/hyperlink) will put the 
scale of geologic time and our (human) presence on the planet into perspective. *watch three-
minute video* 
 
As you can see from the video, humans have been here for a relatively short amount of time. 
However, this concept of the Anthropocene begins to trouble this perspective. As you can see 
from the sort-of-cartoonish graphic, we are now in what is called the ‘Holocene;’ however, it is 
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thought that we are moving into – or may have already entered – into what is known as the 
Anthropocene (marked by the tiny humans on top of this graphic). So, before moving on, can 
anyone remind me what a –cene is? Thanks! 
 
Slide 4 
Now, it may be obvious as this point because of the way I have been discussing it, but can 
anyone tell me what the word ‘Anthro’ means with regard to the Anthropocene? (assumes 
someone answers). Correct! So, anthro means human, so the Anthropocene should mean the 
human-cene, or a geologic epoch associated with humans. Why might this be significant? Think 
back to the video we just watched? Right. Again, humans have not been here THAT long, and to 
already have a geologic epoch – something that takes MILLIONS of years to form – named after 
us seems startlingly ‘soon’ in the scheme of geologic time.  
 
We will get to the specifics of the Anthropocene (i.e., how to ‘see’ it) soon, but, based on what 
we’ve discussed to date, what may be some reasons for this particular epoch? Right. Human 
activity has influenced the climate system. However, what sort of human activity? Did all 
humans cause climate change, or some humans? Or, are all humans impacted the same by 
climate change? Right. Some are affected more than others, and not all humans are directly 
associated with the long-term anthropogenic causes of contemporary climate change. These 
kinds of arguments are also relevant in the context of the Anthropocene. 
 
In order to problematize this geologic moment, many scholars have toyed with different names 
for the Anthropocene in order to highlight the inequality in the cause/impacts of the 
Anthropocene. Here are just a few. The Capitalocene refers to the global economic system that is 
essentially tied to industrialization and fossil fuel usage. The Plantationocene refers to the 
contours of colonialism that continue to linger across the planet. Think back to our session on 
water and resource scarcity in Central America. One of my favorite interpretations of the 
Anthropocene comes from the feminist philosopher of science, Donna Haraway, who calls it the 
Chthulucene. This name is derived from a particular spider species that shares the Latin name 
chthulu. This spider species is capable of living in almost any ecosystem on the planet. The name 
also refers to the H.P. Lovecraft character, Cthulu, which is a horror fiction character that brings 
about the apocalypse. This play on words ultimately signals a post-human or in-human 
perspective of the Anthropocene, which is meant to decenter the human species as the center of 
the ecological universe. You will remember this discussion from our introductory course on the 
social construction of nature. All of this to say, there are many debates on what to actually call 
this moment. Similarly, there are many debates on when this particular –cene started, or if it has 
started at all. 
 
Scientists have linked the start of the Anthropocene to several specific events, some ranging back 
only a few decades and some thousands of years. Some scientists believe the detonation of the 
atom bomb in Hiroshima marks the beginning, while others think it can be traced back to 
industrialization. Others, however, think it began when humans began agricultural societies 
thousands of years ago. Still, many scientists – lots of geologists, actually – are not convinced 
that we have entered the Anthropocene. There is certainly many signs pointing to its origins, but 
they are still unsure of what exactly it means. This certainty is currently being determined 
through an analysis of various facets of the apparent Anthropocene. 
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Slide 5 
While there are many arguments made in favor (and against) the emergence of the 
Anthropocene, these six characteristics are among the most well known and most discussed: 
 
1) Trace records of human activity – This refers broadly to human interference in the global earth 
system. This is marked by radioactive particles in ocean sediment, black carbon in the Arctic, 
and plastics being found in rock layers to name a few. 
 
2) The use/depletion of fossil fuels – Prior to humans, most of what constitutes fossil fuels (i.e., 
fossils) remained in the geologic record, or underground. While it is true that carbon naturally 
cycles in and out of the atmosphere, it is possible to test the chemical properties of our current 
atmospheric composition, which reveals an isometric signature of ‘new’ carbon. In other words, 
this highlights that the current atmospheric makeup is being drastically altered by our use of 
fossil fuels, and, to our knowledge, no other species was capable of this. 
 
3) New materials/elements – Similar to our use of fossil fuels, we have unearthed and began 
using new elements – such as aluminum – that were previously unused. Further, there is 
evidence to suggest that we are creating new elements. Because polymer plastics are a chemical 
combination of multiple elements, they are interacting with other elements in new ways, creating 
new geologic interactions previously unseen. 
 
4) Geologic changes – These interactions, in turn, are creating novel, or emerging, geologic 
changes also previously unseen in the record. Further, these changes have profound impacts on 
the earth system at large, impacting long-term cycles such as the hydrologic cycle in ways 
previously unknown (to our knowledge). These changes also have watershed impacts on 
ecosystem health across the planet.  
 
5) Global Warming / Climate Change – We have already discussed this topic at length; however, 
I want to remind everyone that it is not our current temperatures that are unprecedented. It is the 
rate of change. 
 
6) Mass Extinctions – Finally, I want to spend some time discussing mass extinctions. We are 
currently experiencing mass extinctions of species across the planet, so much so that many 
scientists have argued we are currently in the midst of the ‘Sixth Great Extinction’ event. The 
Six here refers to the fact that there were five previous extinction events. Now, if you remember 
the cartoonish graphic from a few slides ago, you will that the Earth has undergone many epoch 
changes without extinction. This means that extinction is not necessarily synonymous with epoch 
shifts. However, many epoch shifts have occurred alongside extinction events. We know this 
because we can study these events in the geologic record. We will spend the rest of this class 
discussing the ‘Sixth Great Extinction’ as one pressing issue of the Anthropocene. 
 
Slide 6 
Before getting to the our discussion of extinction, I would like to spend just a couple moments 
looking at a couple of ‘signatures’, or ways of looking at, the Anthropocene in the geologic 
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record. This will help us understand how we can study extinction events from the geologic 
record.  
These two photos were taken from a study done in Hawaii that examines a layer of polymer 
plastics found in the geologic record. Because of Hawaii particular geology – sand and lava stone 
– it changes relatively rapidly, allowing scientists to see and study the way plastics have been 
imbricated in the record there. This next image shows trace radioactive particles found in the 
Pacific Ocean since the Fukushima meltdown in 2011. Each data point represents a trace 
element. As you can see, these have been found across the entire Pacific Ocean as of 2017. 
Because of what we understand about global ocean circulation, we can deduce that these 
elements will ultimately be transported across the world ocean. Again, these are just examples of 
how to ‘see’ the Anthropocene in the geologic record. 
 
Slide 7 
Now, back to extinction. What is the one extinction EVERYONE usually knows about? 
(assumes the students answer: dinosaurs). Correct! And, what is believed to have caused their 
extinction? (assumes the students answer: asteroid). Correct! However, how do you think it 
actually happened? Did the asteroid impact itself kill the dinosaurs, or was it a more long-term 
effect? (assumes students are not sure). Right. As you all have identified, an asteroid is 
responsible. However, it is believed that the asteroid actually set off a chain reaction of 
ecological events that eventually killed off the dinosaurs over thousands of years. So, in the case 
of dinosaurs there was a specific event, but the extinction took place over thousands of years.  
 
We know about the asteroid because we can see in the geologic record. (clicks back to the slide 
with the –cene graph). Here, you can see what is called the K-T boundary, which marks the shift 
from the Cretaceous to the Tertiary epochs of the geologic record. Again, we know this shift 
happened because we can see it in the record. 
 
*Back to Slide 7*– In the graph, you can see what is called the ‘Iridium spike’ in the geologic 
record. Iridium is an extraterrestrial element. What does that mean? (assumes students answer 
correctly). Yes, it comes from space. You can see from this graph that some level of iridium can 
always be seen in the geologic record – perhaps from previous smaller asteroids – but you can 
very clearly see a spike, which marks the asteroid’s impact. In this second photo, you can see 
what this layer actually looks like in the geologic record. You see a very clear line in the record, 
which highlights – again – the shift from the Cretaceous (below) to the Tertiary (above).  
 
In summary, the asteroid provides a very clear signal for us to understand this change in the 
geologic record, which, because of the asteroid, also caused an extinction event. Any questions? 
 
Slide 8 
I mentioned that the extinction event did not happen over night. This graph highlights the long-
term impacts of the asteroid’s impact over thousands of years. Many died right away, many died 
over thousands of years, and many actually survived. Though this graph is a bit complicated, I 
want to highlight the fact that these changes – the ones that ultimately caused the extinction of 
the dinosaurs – took place over thousands of years.  
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Now, thinking again of scale and perception, do you think it would have been possible – as a 
human who lives roughly 100 years – to see the entire extent of this event in your lifetime? Let’s 
pause on this for a second. What do you think you would have noticed? What do you think you 
may have not noticed? There are no right or wrong answers. This is a thought experiment. (listen 
to students answers). Right. It is difficult to say. Thinking about current debates about the Sixth 
Great Extinction, however, there are many who think we are experiencing a mass extinction. 
 
Slide 9 
You all should have listened to the podcast by Elizabeth Kolbert, the author of the best-selling 
book, The Sixth Great Extinction. What were some things she mentioned about it in the podcast? 
(Listen to students). In sum, this quote (pull up5 Kolbert quote) gets at her point.  Extinction is 
happening, we are to blame, and it our duty to pay attention and perhaps stop it. However, 
thinking back to the last slide, it is difficult to see extinction as it is happening. Furthermore, 
there is no particular event, such as an asteroid impact, that we can trace to the ‘beginning’ of 
this event. Again, some scientists link the atom bomb to the Anthropocene as a particular event. 
However, that is still up for debate. 
 
In sum, extinction is difficult to understand and see. As these other quotes highlight, extinction is 
also partly ‘natural,’ meaning that is happens all the time in some sense. And, because of 
previous events, we – humans – are able tov live here now. I know this is a bit complicated, but, 
as Morton highlights, we are able to breathe oxygen because of perhaps the most catastrophic 
extinction even that killed off the majority of the earth’s species billions of years ago. Does this 
mean we shouldn’t care? No, not necessarily. It does mean, however, that we need to understand 
this issue critically. As this Tsing quote highlights, we can see traces of extinction all around us. 
It may not look exactly like what we would imagine an extinction even to look like, but we can 
pay attention. Also, if you look at this graph, you will see that – technically, as of 2011 – we are 
not currently in a “Great” extinction. It is bad, and it could certainly get worse. But, there is still 
room for change. 
 
Slide 10 
Now, let’s spend some time thinking about public perceptions of extinction. If the realization of 
the Anthropocene means that humans have indeed impacted every part of the earth system, it is 
somewhat ironic that public perception of extinction events almost always include humans as 
going extinct. 
 
Have any of you ever heard of or seen the popular History Channel show, Life After People? 
(assumes some students have). Awesome. What is the show about? Right. Essentially, the show 
highlights a world without, or after, people. These themes were highlighted a smaller play I 
attended in Brooklyn last summer by a small theater group called Superhero Clubhouse. As an 
aside, you should all check them out. We will discuss them later in the course, but the group does 
climate change-related productions. It is an interesting effort to place science and arts into 
communication. In any case, their storyline was similar to the Life After People. Both of these 
productions follow Kolbert’s basic claims, which are that humans cause extinction, but 
extinction ultimately affects humans. Humans are the culprits and the victims.  
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Now, another thought experiment. You know that several species actually survived the asteroid 
impact of the dinosaurs. These species were adaptive and resilient. Humans, if anything, are both 
adaptive and resilient. As such, there is a significant chance – perhaps – that humans will indeed 
survive this apparent Sixth Extinction. If so, does this mean that we should not care about it? 
What do you all think? (mini-discussion). Ultimately, this brings up a question of ethics. 
 
Slide 11 
Take a look at this quote. Does anyone have any thoughts about how this may relate back to the 
Anthropocene? It is a bit of a dark quote, understandably. However, I think Colebrook is asking 
a profoundly important question that relates directly back to the politics of scale involved in the 
Anthropocene. Ultimately, we are living with and through a situation that is at once 
unprecedented and almost entirely unknowable. There are many facets that signal the realization 
of the Anthropocene, but there is just as much uncertainty as there is certainty. This is certainly 
true of extinction. However, despite all of these debates, there is a certain duty of understanding 
we should think about.  
 
I think, more broadly, the Anthropocene puts the issue of environmental ethics into stark focus. 
If humans are a planetary force, we must begin to think, study, and imagine environmental 
studies differently.  
 
Slide 12 
I want you to continue thinking about that quote. It is difficult. However, I do want to conclude 
this lecture by highlighting some things you should be familiar with by now. 1) The 
Anthropocene is an emerging and controversial issue with profound implications for 
environmental studies; 2) It is important to understand for many reasons; and 3) there are many 
pressing issues and facets associated with the Anthropocene. 4) Extinction is just one.  
 
I will upload this powerpoint to our online course management software, but I want to leave you 
with these questions to continue to ponder.  
 
Let’s take a quick break, and we will begin an in-class activity when you get back.  
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In-class Activity (Handout)  
Restoration Ecology in the Anthropocene 
 
Context 
We have discussed the concepts and debates associated with the Anthropocene. As a part of this 
discussion, we touched on the topic of ethics but mostly in relation to extinction. However, the realization 
of the Anthropocene has profound impacts on other facets of environmental studies, namely 
environmental science. Specifically, the realization of the Anthropocene will have profound impacts on 
what is often called the ‘Edenic’ sciences (i.e., biology and ecology). These sciences assume a pre-human 
baseline for their study of nature, meaning that their experiments implicitly refer to a time on Earth before 
humans that was ‘natural.’ In restoration ecology, for example, scientists are often occupied with 
restoring an ecosystem to its pre-human natural state. If, according to the premise of the Anthropocene, 
humans have interfered with every facet of the Earth system, it will be difficult to meet these previous 
standards. In sum, these sciences may have to fundamentally change, which will have huge impacts on 
the way we study and interact with our environment.  
 
Assignment   
For this assignment, we will pretend to be restoration ecologists in the Anthropocene. You will be divided 
into groups of five and provided with a real-life scenario to think about from the perspective of a 
restoration ecologist. You will be given 20 minutes to discuss three questions: 1) What series of events 
are responsible for your scenario?; 2) How would you approach and address this scenario from the 
perspective of a restoration ecologist?; 3) How, if at all, does the Anthropocene factor into your decision-
making process? Afterwards, we will discuss these scenarios as a class. Your group should prepare 
answers and select a representative to explain these answers to the class. Then, we will discuss and debate 
these answers as a class. 
 
Scenarios: i) an oil spill has occurred in the Gulf of Mexico; ii) a logging company clear cut an entire 
forest in Southern Appalachia; iii) a blight was introduced into a stand of Hemlocks in Northwestern 
Massachusetts; iv) a chemical spill has leaked into a watershed in Northern Arizona; v) sea lamprey, an 
invasive species, have entered the Great Lakes and are disrupting biodiversity among native fish 
population. 
 
Objectives 
By the end of this assignment, you should: 

• Be able to discuss the implications of the Anthropocene in the ‘Edenic’ Sciences 
• Be able to debate and think deeply about environmental ethics in the Anthropocene 

 
Format  
You will have 20 minutes to discuss these questions above. You should draft your responses on a piece of 
paper, one per group. Select on representative per group to answer these questions. We will go over your 
responses as a class and discuss your answers. Please include your names on your group paper! 
 
Grading/Assessment 
This assignment will count towards your in-class participation grade. As such, it is important you all 
contribute equally to your answers. Again, be sure to include your names! 
 
Resources 
Because not all of us are restoration ecologists, feel free to use your laptops and/or phones to search more 
information about the scenario you are given. I will also walk around and help! 
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Homework: Synthesis Paper  
 
Context 
We are now at a pivotal point in the course. We will transition from studying ‘Environmental 
Problems’ to studying ‘Environmental Interventions.’ As a hot topic in environmental studies, 
the Anthropocene will serve as a conceptual bridge between the ways we think about 
environmental problems to the ways we think about interventions. This assignment will help you 
better understand how the Anthropocene relates back to the issues we have already discussed in 
this class while also teaching you to think more synthetically about environmental issues, which 
is key for implementing interventions.  
 
Assignment  
We have already written a response paper, in which you were responsible for identifying and 
responding to a particular environmental problem or concept. You were reflective and critical. 
Now, this assignment is asking you to synthesize you thoughts to create a new idea. You may use 
the environmental problem from your response paper as a starting point (or pick a new one) for 
this assignment. However, for this assignment – unlike the response paper – you must address 
two or more concepts in relation to what we know about the Anthropocene.  For example, if 
you previously wrote a response paper about resource scarcity, this assignment asks you to write 
about that topic in relation to another topic like climate change. How does climate change impact 
or intersect with resource scarcity? Then, you will couch these thoughts in the context of the 
Anthropocene. How does the realization of the Anthropocene further exacerbate (or not) the 
issue of resource scarcity and climate change? 
 
Objectives 
By the end of this assignment, you should: 

• Be able to discuss the Anthropocene in relation to the rest of the course to date 
• Be able to synthesize information about, not just respond to, a topic 

 
Format 
This individual assignment should be no longer than 5 double-spaced pages (12 inch margins; 
Times New Roman Font). In the first paragraph you will introduce your topic areas, clearly 
listing the two or more environmental problems you will discuss in relation to the Anthropocene. 
Then, you will briefly summarize each of these topics, which will be followed by a page or more 
of synthesis (i.e., how are these issues interconnected). You are welcome to use outside sources 
as well as the course material. Citations are required. Be consistent with the style you choose.  
 
Grading/Assessment 
This assignment will be due in class, printed on paper and headed to me, two weeks from today. 
This assignment counts for 10% of your total grade and will be graded according to the 
following rubric. 
 
Resources 
Please set up an appointment with the Writing Center for writing help. If you need help finding 
sources outside of class materials, please set up an appointment with a research librarian. As 
always, I am available for meetings during my office hours. Good luck! 
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Synthesis Paper – Grading Rubric 
 

Dimension A (5-4) B (4-3) C (3-2) D/F  (<2) 
Clearly written 
introduction 

Two or more 
concepts clearly 
stated and 
outlined; Clearly 
situated 
discussion of the 
Anthropocene; 
Outlined of the 
rest of the 
argument 

Two or more 
concepts listed 
but not entirely 
obvious; 
Anthropocene 
listed but not 
clearly; little 
outline of the rest 
of the paper 

Some component 
of the 
introduction is 
missing; poorly 
outlined 
argument 

Missing concepts 
entirely; no 
articulation of 
the rest of the 
paper 

Clearly written 
summaries 

Summaries 
written clearly 
for all concepts 
outlined in the 
introduction 

Summaries 
written but 
without clarity  

Missing one or 
more summaries 

No summaries  

Clearly 
articulated and 
argued points of 
synthesis  

Each concept is 
discussed in 
relation to the 
other concepts; 
arguments are 
made clearly and 
confidently; new 
ideas emerge 
from the 
synthesis 

Each concept is 
discussed in 
relation to other 
concepts but not 
as clearly 
articulated or as 
confidently; new 
ideas emerge 
from synthesis 

One more of the 
concepts is not 
mentioned in the 
synthesis section; 
an attempt is 
made at 
synthesizing 
ideas  

Missing concepts 
entirely; no effort 
made to 
synthesize 
concepts  

Completeness: 
Style, Grammar, 
Narrative 
Structure, Format 

There is minimal 
grammatical 
errors; clearly 
articulated style; 
clearly written 
narrative; format 
is followed 

Minimal 
grammatical 
errors; some 
effort made 
stylistically; less 
clear narrative; 
format is 
followed 

Grammatical and 
stylistic errors; 
inconsistent of 
confusing 
narrative 
structure; format 
flaws 

Many 
grammatical and 
stylistic errors; 
difficult or 
confusing 
narrative 
structure; format 
flaws; 
incompleteness 

 
Total ___/20 


